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212 THE ORDINARY OF THE MASS ===
the solemn moment approaches. St. John tells us —
that the incense, which burns on the Altar in D
Heaven, is made of the Prayers of the Saints. Let us —_—
share in those prayers, and with all the ardour of R
holy desires. =
But the thought of his own unworthiness be- E—
comes more intense than ever in the heart of the i
Priest. The public confession which he made at ==
the foot of the Altar, is not enough; he would now, n—=
at the altar itself, express to the people, in the lan- ==
guage of a solemn rite, how far he knows himself =—
to be from that spotless sanctity, wherewith he O\éi
should approach to God. He washes his hands. ——
Our hands signify our works; and the Priest, ———
though by his priesthood he bear the office of Je- .
sus Christ, is, by his works, but man. Seeing your o_—— >
Father thus humble himself, do you also make an E—
act of humility, and say with him these verses of ——
O ———
PSALM 25. =
L, too, would wash my Lavabo inter inno- —_ =
hands, O Lord, and be- | centes manus meas: et < ——
come like unto those | circumdabo altare tuum, =
who are innocent, that | Domine. - ==
so I may be worthy to Ut audiam vocem —
come near Thy Altar, | laudis: et enarrem uni- e
and hear Thy sacred | versa mirabilia tua. —
Canticles, and then go Domine, dilexi de- e
and proclaim to the | corem domus tue, et o==
N
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