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all the ecclesiastical establishments, that now exist in the world; and we feel ;i _
no assurance that she is not destined to see the end of them all. She was great - ==
and respected before the Saxon had set foot on Britain, before the Frank had ==
passed the Rhine, when Grecian eloquence still flourished at Antioch, when - ==
idols were still worshipped in the temple of Mecca. And she may still exist =
in undiminished vigour when some traveller from New Zealand shall, in the ;;
midst of a vast solitude, take his stand on a broken arch of London Bridge to NT==
sketch the ruins of St Paul’s.” e
Macaulay continues: ... Itis not strange that, in the year 1799, even sagacious 2 E:—
observers should have thought that, at length, the hour of the Church of Rome . Ei
was come. An infidel power ascendant, the Pope dying in captivity, the most e
illustrious prelates of France living in a foreign country on Protestant alms, E——
the noblest edifices which the munificence of former ages had consecrated =
to the worship of God turned into temples of Victory, or into banqueting —
houses for political societies. ... But the end was not yet. ... Anarchy had had o=
its day. A new order of things rose out of the confusion, new dynasties, new E}
laws, new titles; and amidst them emerged the ancient religion. The Arabs S = .
have a fable that the Great Pyramid was built by antediluvian kings, and ——
alone, of all the works of men, bore the weight of the flood. Such as this was ===
the fate of the Papacy. It had been buried under the great inundation; but .
its deep foundations had remained unshaken; and, when the waters abated, it = éi
appeared alone amidst the ruins of a world that had passed away. The republic =—
of Holland was gone, and the empire of Germany, and the great Council of - ==
Venice, and the old Helvetian League, and the House of Bourbon, and the > E:—
parliaments and aristocracy of France. Europe was full of young creations, a o=
French empire, a kingdom of Italy, a Confederation of the Rhine. Nor had =
the late events affected only territorial limits and political institutions. The _ —
distribution of property, the composition and spirit of society, had, through w= o
a great part of Catholic Europe, undergone a complete change. But the =
unchangeable Church was still there.” > ——
The dangers to the Papacy came from within as well as from without. As an g
elective monarchy, notoriously the most unstable of all forms of government, Il
it attracted the ambition of worldly ecclesiastics and, for a time during _ ==
the Middle Ages, became a prize for which rival monarchs intrigued, each o é}
trying to secure it for his own minion. It was, therefore, threatened with the —
twofold evil of an unworthy occupant and a disappointed faction. Hence, o =—
we find that there have been a few incompetent and even wicked Popes, and —
that disastrous schisms have occurred from time to time. Any one of these N ==
schisms, any one of these Popes, if he had held a secular throne and were ==
N
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