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ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA42

drawn, everything else is drawn with him, because everything 
else has been made for him. It was therefore necessary that the 
Bridge should be lifted on high, and have steps, in order that 
it might be climbed with greater facility.”

How this Bridge is built of stones which signify virtues; 
and how on the Bridge is a hostelry where food is given to 
the travelers; and how he who goes over the Bridge goes 
to life, while he who goes under It goes to perdition and 
death.

“�is Bridge is built of stones, so that, if the rain come, it 
may not impede the traveler. Do you know what these stones 
are? �ey are the stones of true and sincere virtues. �ese 
stones were not built into the walls before the Passion of My 
Son, and therefore even those who attempted to walk by the 
road of virtue were prevented from arriving at their journey’s 
end, because Heaven was not yet unlocked with the key of 
the Blood, and the rain of Justice did not let them pass; but, 
after the stones were made, and built up on the Body of My 
sweet Son, My Word, of whom I have spoken to you, He, 
who was Himself the Bridge, moistened the mortar for its 
building with His Blood. �at is, His Blood was united with 
the mortar of divinity, and with the fortitude, and the fire 
of love; and, by My power, these stones of the virtues were 
built into a wall, upon Him as the foundation, for there is no 
virtue which has not been proved in Him, and from Him all 
virtues have their life. Wherefore no one can have the virtue 
given by a life of grace, but from Him, that is, without follow-
ing the footsteps of His doctrine. He has built a wall of the 
virtues, planting them as living stones, and cementing them 
with His Blood, so that every believer may walk speedily, and 
without any servile fear of the rain of Divine justice, for he is 


